
CAMERA DEI DEPUTATI N. 2800
—

PROPOSTA DI LEGGE
D’INIZIATIVA DEI DEPUTATI

SINISCALCHI, LEONI, MATTARELLA, SPINI, VENIER, DE ZULUETA,
LEOLUCA ORLANDO, MANCINI, MIGLIORE, MANTOVANI, KHALIL,

RICARDO ANTONIO MERLO, MUNGO, ANDREA RICCI

Ratifica ed esecuzione della Convenzione delle Nazioni
Unite contro la corruzione, adottata dall’Assemblea
generale con la risoluzione n. 58/4 del 31 ottobre 2003
e aperta alla firma a Merida dal 9 all’11 dicembre 2003

Presentata il 19 giugno 2007

ONOREVOLI COLLEGHI ! — La presente pro-
posta di legge riproduce il disegno di legge
(atto Senato n. 1402) con primo firmata-
rio Felice Casson. Lo Stato italiano ha
sottoscritto una importante Convenzione
adottata dall’Organizzazione delle Nazioni
Unite (ONU) in materia di lotta alla cor-
ruzione. La delicatezza della materia e la
vastità del fenomeno a livello mondiale
avevano condotto un grandissimo numero
di Paesi membri dell’ONU prima ad af-
frontare in modo approfondito tale tema-
tica e poi cercare concretamente di dare
una risposta, non soltanto politica, molto
efficace. La presente proposta di legge
vuole favorire un intervento parlamentare,
ben sapendo che il disegno di legge pre-
sentato dal Governo il 13 giugno scorso
(atto Camera n. 2783) non esaurisce l’in-

sieme delle disposizioni contenuto nel te-
sto della Convenzione.

La Convenzione dell’ONU del 2003
muove dalla preoccupazione « per la gra-
vità dei problemi posti dalla corruzione e
della minaccia che essa costituisce per la
stabilità e la sicurezza delle società, di-
struggendo dalla base le istituzioni e i
valori democratici, i valori etici e la giu-
stizia e compromettendo lo sviluppo so-
stenibile e lo stato di diritto ».

La Convenzione anti-corruzione del-
l’ONU ha per dichiarato oggetto, tra l’al-
tro, la promozione e la facilitazione della
cooperazione internazionale, nonché l’as-
sistenza tecnica (sia amministrativa e di
polizia che giudiziaria) ai fini della pre-
venzione, compresi la scoperta dei respon-
sabili (pubblici e privati) di fatti di cor-
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ruzione nonché il recupero (attraverso la
confisca) dei proventi del reato.

Non va neppure dimenticato il fatto che
la corruzione, oltre a minare le basi di
ogni comunità nazionale e internazionale,
costituisce un sicuro danno da un punto di
vista economico e finanziario, mettendo in
discussione le regole comportamentali al-
l’interno delle varie realtà e componenti
sociali ed economiche.

La corruzione per sua stessa natura
tende sempre più a creare e a rafforzare
una rete di connivenze e di omertà, che
necessita del massimo di invisibilità e di
opacità rispetto sia agli « esterni » sia so-
prattutto ad eventuali soggetti od organi-
smi di controllo. Questo aspetto della
segretezza è basilare per ogni sua dina-
mica di espansione, sia quantitativa sia
qualitativa, sia verso l’alto sia verso il
basso, ed è favorito dalla mancanza di
trasparenza nell’attività di una pubblica
amministrazione.

Si può, in via generale, affermare che la
corruzione tende ad inserirsi negli spazi di
discrezionalità lasciati ai singoli individui,
politici, amministratori o comunque pub-
blici ufficiali. La corruzione prolifera in
modo particolare nei casi di maggiore
concentrazione del potere politico o del
potere economico e, specialmente, in as-
senza dei sistemi di controllo, nonostante
le variegate caratteristiche e l’ampia
gamma dei suoi canali di trasmissione.

Per quanto concerne più specifica-
mente il settore economico, nell’interesse
comune di un mercato concorrenziale e
per assicurarne efficienza e ottimizza-
zione, è prevista l’attività di organi di
supervisione, garanti di quelle regole e
aventi lo scopo di individuare e di preve-
nire comportamenti ed effetti dannosi,
come prevaricazioni, fallimenti, operazioni
anti-concorrenziali, conflitti di interessi.
Se, come è successo in Italia, ad esempio
con i vertici della Banca d’Italia l’organo
di supervisione si rivela inadeguato (o
peggio ancora connivente) rispetto ad
abusi e conflitti di interesse, rischiano di
verificarsi gravi distorsioni anche del mer-
cato, con pesanti riflessi negativi su gruppi

estesi di singoli cittadini o sull’attività
stessa delle imprese.

Studi recenti effettuati in Italia hanno
individuato l’esistenza di una correlazione
significativa tra il grado di corruzione di
un Paese e la sua crescita economica,
soprattutto per quanto concerne le medie
e le piccole imprese. Queste infatti, oltre a
non avere i mezzi strutturali e finanziari
delle grandi imprese, risultano avere meno
peso politico e minori disponibilità econo-
miche per far fronte alla richiesta di
tangenti.

La corruzione finisce per rappresentare
un costo fisso per le imprese ed è un onere
che incide significativamente nelle deci-
sioni di investimento. Sono costi, per le
piccole e medie imprese, che possono
essere determinanti per l’entrata nel mer-
cato, cosı̀ come possono causare l’uscita
dal mercato stesso. E in ogni caso tali costi
comportano per l’impresa una minore di-
sponibilità finanziaria, con possibili pe-
santi ricadute su altri fronti (ricerche e
innovazioni tecnologiche, manutenzioni,
sicurezza personale, tutela ambientale, e
cosı̀ via).

In questo senso la corruzione ha degli
effetti pure sulla crescita economica nel
suo complesso, perché un efficiente e ben
regolamentato funzionamento dei mercati
costituisce un elemento critico positivo
fondamentale per le imprese (benché esse
conoscano la complessità dei fattori in-
terni agli Stati e alle amministrazioni
pubbliche).

Non è un caso che da uno studio del
2004 pubblicato dalla Banca Mondiale ri-
sultino dati che mostrano come nelle eco-
nomie emergenti i fattori che impediscono
maggiormente l’attività economica siano in
primo luogo la corruzione e le pastoie
della burocrazia, seguite dalla instabilità
della politica e dei finanziamenti. La Di-
chiarazione di Johannesburg con cui si è
conclusa la conferenza intergovernativa
del 2002, considera la corruzione una
minaccia allo sviluppo sostenibile. Nei
Paesi in via di sviluppo, la corruzione
danneggia le popolazioni povere perché si
impossessa di risorse che possono essere
destinate a investimenti nel capitale
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umano e a sostegno delle fasce sociali più
deboli, come dimostrano gli studi di Tran-
sparency International e della Banca Mon-
diale: dove la corruzione è più alta, minori
sono gli investimenti in settori vitali come
la sanità e l’istruzione. Inoltre la corru-
zione scoraggia i donatori più corretti ed
efficienti e gli investitori stranieri più
capaci e onesti.

In situazioni di emergenza, le respon-
sabilità della corruzione sono ancora più
gravi perché essa sottrae risorse destinate
al soccorso di popolazioni colpite da ca-
lamità o vittime di conflitti. Questo ha due
effetti egualmente intollerabili: popola-
zioni povere e inermi sono condannate
alla morte e alla sofferenza, mentre, nel
nord del mondo, cittadini generosi sono
ingannati e privati della fiducia verso la
cooperazione.

L’esempio del continente africano, por-
tato da Transparency International, ci dà
un’idea delle dimensioni del fenomeno;
ogni anno – a fronte di aiuti che non
superano i 25 miliardi di dollari – 150
miliardi di dollari fuggono dall’Africa: de-
naro sottratto dalle casse degli Stati da
politici e amministratori corrotti.

Un esempio recente degli aspetti odiosi
della corruzione è rappresentato dalla vi-
cenda Oil for food: alti funzionari, diplo-
matici e imprese dei maggiori Paesi do-
natori hanno partecipato a questa vergo-
gnosa rapina ai danni della popolazione
irachena, cosı̀ bambini e donne sono stati
privati di cibo e medicine e una feroce
dittatura è stata mantenuta al potere.

La Tracfin, l’agenzia francese sul rici-
claggio, ha calcolato che nel solo 2003 la
Total ha pagato fino a 5 milioni di dollari
in commissioni illegali a funzionari ira-
cheni attraverso un insieme di conti ban-
cari in Svizzera.

Anche la ricostruzione del dopo tsu-
nami è stata rallentata e indebolita dalla
corruzione, secondo un rapporto dal titolo
« Human rights of vulnerable populations »,
redatto dal Centro diritti umani dell’Uni-
versità di Berkeley: la maggioranza dei
sopravvissuti, dopo un anno, viveva ancora
in situazione precaria, senza casa o attività
lavorativa. La colpa della loro condizione

non è certo imputabile alla scarsità degli
aiuti, che sono stati copiosi, ma all’incom-
petenza, alla corruzione e alla mancanza
di controlli da parte dei cittadini.

Anche nei Paesi ricchi e industrializzati
la corruzione incide sui meccanismi di
distribuzione delle risorse, attraverso in-
terferenze sui percorsi decisionali, che
sono indirizzati in un senso piuttosto che
in un altro, il tutto finalizzato al conse-
guimento di vantaggi e di benefı̀ci di tipo
privatistico e personale. È un meccanismo
ben noto, che riguarda anche le decisioni
relative alle scelte di spesa pubblica e alla
composizione della spesa stessa, cosı̀ come
l’offerta di servizi pubblici a volte fonda-
mentali, come la sanità e l’istruzione.

Ciò succede in sostanza perché, essendo
limitate le risorse pubbliche, la corruzione
determina la fissazione di un prezzo mag-
giore a fronte di una « quantità » (e spesso
di una qualità) inferiore rispetto a ciò che
si verificherebbe con un normale e cor-
retto processo decisionale. Questo discorso
vale sia quando è il cittadino che deve
pagare direttamente una tangente (essendo
costretto a pagare un più alto prezzo per
un servizio), sia quando il costo della
corruzione è sottratto dalle risorse pub-
bliche e cosı̀ solo indirettamente dalle
tasche del cittadino, che però pagherà
prezzi più alti in cambio di servizi di
qualità inferiore o comunque in cambio di
incrementi del debito pubblico. Queste
ultime considerazioni consentono di ricor-
dare che a fenomeni estesi di corruzione
corrisponde pure una diminuzione degli
introiti fiscali, sia diretti che indiretti,
essendo evidente che, aumentando il nu-
mero e il livello dei pubblici ufficiali
corrotti, diminuisce il rischio di essere
scoperti: elevandosi cosı̀ la tendenza e il
tasso di corruzione, si provoca una dimi-
nuzione delle entrate pubbliche e delle
risorse da destinare a servizi fondamen-
tali.

Pur ritenendo non risolutivo nel lungo
periodo il ricorso alla sola repressione, è
certo che bassi livelli di legalità determi-
nano la situazione ottimale per la nascita
e lo sviluppo di comportamenti e poi di
fenomeni corruttivi. Appare ovvio che la
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corruzione cresca proprio nei casi in cui il
sistema delle regole e delle leggi può essere
raggirato senza il rischio di gravi conse-
guenze. Se la probabilità di essere scoperti
e di essere condannati è molto bassa o
addirittura nulla, è evidente che ciò costi-
tuisce un fortissimo incitamento alla cor-
ruzione (come peraltro a qualsiasi altro
comportamento criminale). Il primo livello
di interventi deve allora riguardare l’im-
mediatezza, la necessità di intervenire con
urgenza, la parte repressiva, l’efficacia e
l’efficienza del sistema di prevenzione sia
giudiziario che di polizia. Altri livelli di
intervento riguardano gli organismi di su-
pervisione e di garanzia, nei confronti ad
esempio dell’attività di borsa, di quella
bancaria, del sistema delle comunicazioni,
del mondo dell’editoria.

In particolare, si deve ritenere che
questi sistemi di verifica e di controllo,
proprio perché devono poter agire nell’in-
teresse più alto dello Stato e della collet-
tività e nei confronti di chiunque, devono
godere di un’ampia autonomia e di ampi
poteri di intervento; sta poi ad ogni singolo
Stato valutare e concretizzare una storica
necessità: quis custodiet custodes ?

Il fenomeno però è talmente vasto e
complesso che i sistemi e i mezzi repres-
sivi da soli, se hanno risolto determinate
situazioni contingenti, quasi mai sono tut-
tavia serviti a sradicare le cause e le
condizioni della corruzione.

È per questi motivi che deve essere
considerata di fondamentale importanza

l’adozione della Convenzione dell’ONU del
2003 contro la corruzione e soprattutto la
sua ratifica da parte dei Paesi membri.
Questa Convenzione si pone sia in un’ot-
tica molto ampia, di tipo culturale, sociale,
politico, sia sulla strada di predeterminare
misure ed interventi specifici da parte dei
singoli Stati, per una efficace ed efficiente
lotta alla corruzione sia pubblica che pri-
vata, in un ambito di collaborazione in-
ternazionale.

Sono però passati oltre tre anni da quel
dicembre del 2003. Lo Stato italiano aveva
pure sottoscritto la Convenzione. Ma da
allora non sembra siano stati fatti passi
concreti sulla strada della sua ratifica.

Gli articoli 10 e 11 della nostra Carta
costituzionale costituiscono ormai un in-
sieme di princı̀pi e di regole entrati a far
parte non soltanto del nostro corpus nor-
mativo, ma anche e soprattutto della no-
stra cultura e del nostro modo di consi-
derare e di condurre rapporti internazio-
nali. Sono pertanto plurimi i motivi che
impongono una urgente ratifica della Con-
venzione contro la corruzione adottata
dall’ONU.

Stanti allora la delicatezza e l’impor-
tanza della materia, sulla scia di prece-
denti specifici relativi alla iniziativa par-
lamentare per la ratifica di convenzioni
internazionali, è predisposta la presente
proposta di legge, al fine di contribuire
all’iter di ratifica della Convenzione del-
l’ONU contro la corruzione, sottoscritta
dallo Stato italiano il 9 dicembre 2003.
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PROPOSTA DI LEGGE
__

ART. 1.

1. Il Presidente della Repubblica è
autorizzato a ratificare la Convenzione
dell’Organizzazione delle Nazioni Unite
contro la corruzione, adottata dall’Assem-
blea Generale dell’ONU il 31 ottobre 2003,
firmata dallo Stato italiano il 9 dicembre
2003.

ART. 2.

1. Piena ed intera esecuzione è data
alla Convenzione di cui all’articolo 1, a
decorrere dalla data della sua entrata in
vigore, in conformità a quanto disposto
dall’articolo 68 della Convenzione stessa.

ART. 3.

1. La presente legge entra in vigore il
giorno successivo a quello della sua pub-
blicazione nella Gazzetta Ufficiale.
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STATES FOR SIGNATURE FROM 9 TO 11 DECEMBER 2003 IN MERIDA
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United Nations Convention against Corruption 
 

 

Preamble 
 

 

  The States Parties to this Convention, 

  Concerned about the seriousness of problems and threats posed by corruption 

to the stability and security of societies, undermining the institutions and values of 

democracy, ethical values and justice and jeopardizing sustainable development and 

the rule of law, 

  Concerned also about the links between corruption and other forms of crime, 

in particular organized crime and economic crime, including money-laundering, 

  Concerned further about cases of corruption that involve vast quantities of 

assets, which may constitute a substantial proportion of the resources of States, and 

that threaten the political stability and sustainable development of those States, 

 Convinced that corruption is no longer a local matter but a transnational 

phenomenon that affects all societies and economies, making international 

cooperation to prevent and control it essential, 

 Convinced also that a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach is 

required to prevent and combat corruption effectively, 

 Convinced further that the availability of technical assistance can play an 

important role in enhancing the ability of States, including by strengthening 

capacity and by institution-building, to prevent and combat corruption effectively, 

 Convinced that the illicit acquisition of personal wealth can be particularly 

damaging to democratic institutions, national economies and the rule of law,  

 Determined to prevent, detect and deter in a more effective manner 

international transfers of illicitly acquired assets and to strengthen international 

cooperation in asset recovery,  

 Acknowledging the fundamental principles of due process of law in criminal 

proceedings and in civil or administrative proceedings to adjudicate property rights, 

 Bearing in mind that the prevention and eradication of corruption is a 

responsibility of all States and that they must cooperate with one another, with the 

support and involvement of individuals and groups outside the public sector, such as 

civil society, non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations, 

if their efforts in this area are to be effective, 

 Bearing also in mind the principles of proper management of public affairs 

and public property, fairness, responsibility and equality before the law and the need 

to safeguard integrity and to foster a culture of rejection of corruption,  

 Commending the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in preventing and 

combating corruption, 
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 Recalling the work carried out by other international and regional 

organizations in this field, including the activities of the African Union, the Council 

of Europe, the Customs Cooperation Council (also known as the World Customs 

Organization), the European Union, the League of Arab States, the Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development and the Organization of American States, 

 Taking note with appreciation of multilateral instruments to prevent and 

combat corruption, including, inter alia, the Inter-American Convention against 

Corruption, adopted by the Organization of American States on 29 March 1996,1 the 

Convention on the Fight against Corruption involving Officials of the European 

Communities or Officials of Member States of the European Union, adopted by the 

Council of the European Union on 26 May 1997,2 the Convention on Combating 

Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions, adopted 

by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development on 21 November 

1997,3 the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption, adopted by the Committee of 

Ministers of the Council of Europe on 27 January 1999,4 the Civil Law Convention 

on Corruption, adopted by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on 

4 November 1999,5 and the African Union Convention on Preventing and 

Combating Corruption, adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the 

African Union on 12 July 2003, 

 Welcoming the entry into force on 29 September 2003 of the United Nations 

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,6 

 Have agreed as follows: 

 

 

 Chapter I 

 General provisions 
 

 

Article 1 

Statement of purpose 

 The purposes of this Convention are: 

 (a) To promote and strengthen measures to prevent and combat corruption 

more efficiently and effectively; 

(b) To promote, facilitate and support international cooperation and technical 

assistance in the prevention of and fight against corruption, including in asset 

recovery; 

(c) To promote integrity, accountability and proper management of public 

affairs and public property. 

 

__________________ 

 1  See E/1996/99. 

 2  Official Journal of the European Communities, C 195, 25 June 1997. 

 3  See Corruption and Integrity Improvement Initiatives in Developing Countries (United Nations 

publication, Sales No. E.98.III.B.18). 

 4  Council of Europe, European Treaty Series, No. 173. 

 5  Ibid., No. 174. 

 6  General Assembly resolution 55/25, annex I. 
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Article 2 

Use of terms 

 For the purposes of this Convention: 

 (a) “Public official” shall mean: (i) any person holding a legislative, 

executive, administrative or judicial office of a State Party, whether appointed or 

elected, whether permanent or temporary, whether paid or unpaid, irrespective of 

that person’s seniority; (ii) any other person who performs a public function, 

including for a public agency or public enterprise, or provides a public service, as 

defined in the domestic law of the State Party and as applied in the pertinent area of 

law of that State Party; (iii) any other person defined as a “public official” in the 

domestic law of a State Party. However, for the purpose of some specific measures 

contained in chapter II of this Convention, “public official” may mean any person 

who performs a public function or provides a public service as defined in the 

domestic law of the State Party and as applied in the pertinent area of law of that 

State Party; 

 (b) “Foreign public official” shall mean any person holding a legislative, 

executive, administrative or judicial office of a foreign country, whether appointed 

or elected; and any person exercising a public function for a foreign country, 

including for a public agency or public enterprise; 

 (c) “Official of a public international organization” shall mean an 

international civil servant or any person who is authorized by such an organization 

to act on behalf of that organization; 

 (d) “Property” shall mean assets of every kind, whether corporeal or 

incorporeal, movable or immovable, tangible or intangible, and legal documents or 

instruments evidencing title to or interest in such assets; 

 (e) “Proceeds of crime” shall mean any property derived from or obtained, 

directly or indirectly, through the commission of an offence; 

 (f) “Freezing” or “seizure” shall mean temporarily prohibiting the transfer, 

conversion, disposition or movement of property or temporarily assuming custody 

or control of property on the basis of an order issued by a court or other competent 

authority; 

 (g) “Confiscation”, which includes forfeiture where applicable, shall mean 

the permanent deprivation of property by order of a court or other competent 

authority;  

 (h) “Predicate offence” shall mean any offence as a result of which proceeds 

have been generated that may become the subject of an offence as defined in 

article 23 of this Convention; 

 (i) “Controlled delivery” shall mean the technique of allowing illicit or 

suspect consignments to pass out of, through or into the territory of one or more 

States, with the knowledge and under the supervision of their competent authorities, 

with a view to the investigation of an offence and the identification of persons 

involved in the commission of the offence. 
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Article 3 

Scope of application 

 1. This Convention shall apply, in accordance with its terms, to the 

prevention, investigation and prosecution of corruption and to the freezing, seizure, 

confiscation and return of the proceeds of offences established in accordance with 

this Convention.  

 2. For the purposes of implementing this Convention, it shall not be 

necessary, except as otherwise stated herein, for the offences set forth in it to result 

in damage or harm to state property. 

 

Article 4 

Protection of sovereignty 

 1. States Parties shall carry out their obligations under this Convention in a 

manner consistent with the principles of sovereign equality and territorial integrity 

of States and that of non-intervention in the domestic affairs of other States. 

 2. Nothing in this Convention shall entitle a State Party to undertake in the 

territory of another State the exercise of jurisdiction and performance of functions 

that are reserved exclusively for the authorities of that other State by its domestic 

law. 

 

 

Chapter II 

Preventive measures 
 

 

Article 5 

Preventive anti-corruption policies and practices 

 1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 

its legal system, develop and implement or maintain effective, coordinated anti-

corruption policies that promote the participation of society and reflect the 

principles of the rule of law, proper management of public affairs and public 

property, integrity, transparency and accountability. 

 2. Each State Party shall endeavour to establish and promote effective 

practices aimed at the prevention of corruption.  

 3. Each State Party shall endeavour to periodically evaluate relevant legal 

instruments and administrative measures with a view to determining their adequacy 

to prevent and fight corruption. 

 4. States Parties shall, as appropriate and in accordance with the 

fundamental principles of their legal system, collaborate with each other and with 

relevant international and regional organizations in promoting and developing the 

measures referred to in this article. That collaboration may include participation in 

international programmes and projects aimed at the prevention of corruption. 
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Article 6  

Preventive anti-corruption body or bodies 

 1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 

its legal system, ensure the existence of a body or bodies, as appropriate, that 

prevent corruption by such means as: 

 (a) Implementing the policies referred to in article 5 of this Convention and, 

where appropriate, overseeing and coordinating the implementation of those 

policies; 

 (b) Increasing and disseminating knowledge about the prevention of 

corruption. 

 2. Each State Party shall grant the body or bodies referred to in paragraph 1 

of this article the necessary independence, in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of its legal system, to enable the body or bodies to carry out its or their 

functions effectively and free from any undue influence. The necessary material 

resources and specialized staff, as well as the training that such staff may require to 

carry out their functions, should be provided. 

 3. Each State Party shall inform the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations of the name and address of the authority or authorities that may assist other 

States Parties in developing and implementing specific measures for the prevention 

of corruption. 

 

Article 7 

Public sector 

 1. Each State Party shall, where appropriate and in accordance with the 

fundamental principles of its legal system, endeavour to adopt, maintain and 

strengthen systems for the recruitment, hiring, retention, promotion and retirement 

of civil servants and, where appropriate, other non-elected public officials:  

 (a) That are based on principles of efficiency, transparency and objective 

criteria such as merit, equity and aptitude; 

 (b) That include adequate procedures for the selection and training of 

individuals for public positions considered especially vulnerable to corruption and 

the rotation, where appropriate, of such individuals to other positions; 

 (c) That promote adequate remuneration and equitable pay scales, taking 

into account the level of economic development of the State Party; 

 (d) That promote education and training programmes to enable them to meet 

the requirements for the correct, honourable and proper performance of public 

functions and that provide them with specialized and appropriate training to enhance 

their awareness of the risks of corruption inherent in the performance of their 

functions. Such programmes may make reference to codes or standards of conduct 

in applicable areas. 

 2. Each State Party shall also consider adopting appropriate legislative and 

administrative measures, consistent with the objectives of this Convention and in 

accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, to prescribe criteria 

concerning candidature for and election to public office. 
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 3. Each State Party shall also consider taking appropriate legislative and 

administrative measures, consistent with the objectives of this Convention and in 

accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, to enhance 

transparency in the funding of candidatures for elected public office and, where 

applicable, the funding of political parties. 

 4. Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 

its domestic law, endeavour to adopt, maintain and strengthen systems that promote 

transparency and prevent conflicts of interest. 

 

Article 8 

Codes of conduct for public officials 

 1. In order to fight corruption, each State Party shall promote, inter alia, 

integrity, honesty and responsibility among its public officials, in accordance with 

the fundamental principles of its legal system. 

 2. In particular, each State Party shall endeavour to apply, within its own 

institutional and legal systems, codes or standards of conduct for the correct, 

honourable and proper performance of public functions.  

 3. For the purposes of implementing the provisions of this article, each 

State Party shall, where appropriate and in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of its legal system, take note of the relevant initiatives of regional, 

interregional and multilateral organizations, such as the International Code of 

Conduct for Public Officials contained in the annex to General Assembly 

resolution 51/59 of 12 December 1996. 

 4. Each State Party shall also consider, in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of its domestic law, establishing measures and systems to facilitate the 

reporting by public officials of acts of corruption to appropriate authorities, when 

such acts come to their notice in the performance of their functions. 

 5. Each State Party shall endeavour, where appropriate and in accordance 

with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, to establish measures and 

systems requiring public officials to make declarations to appropriate authorities 

regarding, inter alia, their outside activities, employment, investments, assets and 

substantial gifts or benefits from which a conflict of interest may result with respect 

to their functions as public officials. 

 6. Each State Party shall consider taking, in accordance with the 

fundamental principles of its domestic law, disciplinary or other measures against 

public officials who violate the codes or standards established in accordance with 

this article. 

 

Article 9 

Public procurement and management of public finances 

 1. Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 

its legal system, take the necessary steps to establish appropriate systems of 

procurement, based on transparency, competition and objective criteria in 

decision-making, that are effective, inter alia, in preventing corruption. Such 

systems, which may take into account appropriate threshold values in their 

application, shall address, inter alia: 
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 (a) The public distribution of information relating to procurement 

procedures and contracts, including information on invitations to tender and 

relevant or pertinent information on the award of contracts, allowing potential 

tenderers sufficient time to prepare and submit their tenders; 

 (b) The establishment, in advance, of conditions for participation, including 

selection and award criteria and tendering rules, and their publication; 

 (c) The use of objective and predetermined criteria for public procurement 

decisions, in order to facilitate the subsequent verification of the correct application 

of the rules or procedures; 

 (d) An effective system of domestic review, including an effective system of 

appeal, to ensure legal recourse and remedies in the event that the rules or 

procedures established pursuant to this paragraph are not followed; 

 (e) Where appropriate, measures to regulate matters regarding personnel 

responsible for procurement, such as declaration of interest in particular public 

procurements, screening procedures and training requirements. 

 2. Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of 

its legal system, take appropriate measures to promote transparency and 

accountability in the management of public finances. Such measures shall 

encompass, inter alia: 

 (a) Procedures for the adoption of the national budget; 

 (b) Timely reporting on revenue and expenditure; 

 (c) A system of accounting and auditing standards and related oversight; 

 (d) Effective and efficient systems of risk management and internal control; and 

 (e) Where appropriate, corrective action in the case of failure to comply with 

the requirements established in this paragraph. 

 3. Each State Party shall take such civil and administrative measures as may 

be necessary, in accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, to 

preserve the integrity of accounting books, records, financial statements or other 

documents related to public expenditure and revenue and to prevent the falsification 

of such documents. 

 

Article 10 

Public reporting 

 Taking into account the need to combat corruption, each State Party shall, in 

accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, take such measures 

as may be necessary to enhance transparency in its public administration, including 

with regard to its organization, functioning and decision-making processes, where 

appropriate. Such measures may include, inter alia: 

 (a) Adopting procedures or regulations allowing members of the general 

public to obtain, where appropriate, information on the organization, functioning 

and decision-making processes of its public administration and, with due regard for 

the protection of privacy and personal data, on decisions and legal acts that concern 

members of the public; 
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 (b) Simplifying administrative procedures, where appropriate, in order to 

facilitate public access to the competent decision-making authorities; and 

 (c) Publishing information, which may include periodic reports on the risks 

of corruption in its public administration. 

 

Article 11 

Measures relating to the judiciary and prosecution services 

 1. Bearing in mind the independence of the judiciary and its crucial role in 

combating corruption, each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of its legal system and without prejudice to judicial independence, take 

measures to strengthen integrity and to prevent opportunities for corruption among 

members of the judiciary. Such measures may include rules with respect to the 

conduct of members of the judiciary. 

 2. Measures to the same effect as those taken pursuant to paragraph 1 of 

this article may be introduced and applied within the prosecution service in those 

States Parties where it does not form part of the judiciary but enjoys independence 

similar to that of the judicial service. 

 

Article 12 

Private sector 

 1. Each State Party shall take measures, in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of its domestic law, to prevent corruption involving the private sector, 

enhance accounting and auditing standards in the private sector and, where 

appropriate, provide effective, proportionate and dissuasive civil, administrative or 

criminal penalties for failure to comply with such measures.  

 2. Measures to achieve these ends may include, inter alia: 

 (a) Promoting cooperation between law enforcement agencies and relevant 

private entities; 

 (b) Promoting the development of standards and procedures designed to 

safeguard the integrity of relevant private entities, including codes of conduct for 

the correct, honourable and proper performance of the activities of business and all 

relevant professions and the prevention of conflicts of interest, and for the 

promotion of the use of good commercial practices among businesses and in the 

contractual relations of businesses with the State; 

 (c) Promoting transparency among private entities, including, where 

appropriate, measures regarding the identity of legal and natural persons involved in 

the establishment and management of corporate entities; 

 (d)  Preventing the misuse of procedures regulating private entities, including 

procedures regarding subsidies and licences granted by public authorities for 

commercial activities;  

 (e)  Preventing conflicts of interest by imposing restrictions, as appropriate 

and for a reasonable period of time, on the professional activities of former public 

officials or on the employment of public officials by the private sector after their 

resignation or retirement, where such activities or employment relate directly to the 

functions held or supervised by those public officials during their tenure;  
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 (f)  Ensuring that private enterprises, taking into account their structure and 

size, have sufficient internal auditing controls to assist in preventing and detecting 

acts of corruption and that the accounts and required financial statements of such 

private enterprises are subject to appropriate auditing and certification procedures. 

 3. In order to prevent corruption, each State Party shall take such measures 

as may be necessary, in accordance with its domestic laws and regulations regarding 

the maintenance of books and records, financial statement disclosures and 

accounting and auditing standards, to prohibit the following acts carried out for the 

purpose of committing any of the offences established in accordance with this 

Convention: 

 (a) The establishment of off-the-books accounts; 

 (b) The making of off-the-books or inadequately identified transactions; 

 (c) The recording of non-existent expenditure; 

 (d) The entry of liabilities with incorrect identification of their objects;  

 (e) The use of false documents; and 

 (f) The intentional destruction of bookkeeping documents earlier than 

foreseen by the law. 

 4.  Each State Party shall disallow the tax deductibility of expenses that 

constitute bribes, the latter being one of the constituent elements of the offences 

established in accordance with articles 15 and 16 of this Convention and, where 

appropriate, other expenses incurred in furtherance of corrupt conduct. 

 

Article 13 

Participation of society 

 1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures, within its means and in 

accordance with fundamental principles of its domestic law, to promote the active 

participation of individuals and groups outside the public sector, such as civil 

society, non-governmental organizations and community-based organizations, in the 

prevention of and the fight against corruption and to raise public awareness 

regarding the existence, causes and gravity of and the threat posed by corruption. 

This participation should be strengthened by such measures as: 

 (a) Enhancing the transparency of and promoting the contribution of the 

public to decision-making processes; 

 (b) Ensuring that the public has effective access to information; 

 (c) Undertaking public information activities that contribute to non-tolerance 

of corruption, as well as public education programmes, including school and 

university curricula; 

 (d)  Respecting, promoting and protecting the freedom to seek, receive, 

publish and disseminate information concerning corruption. That freedom may be 

subject to certain restrictions, but these shall only be such as are provided for by law 

and are necessary:  

 (i) For respect of the rights or reputations of others; 
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 (ii) For the protection of national security or ordre public or of public health 

or morals. 

 2. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures to ensure that the 

relevant anti-corruption bodies referred to in this Convention are known to the 

public and shall provide access to such bodies, where appropriate, for the reporting, 

including anonymously, of any incidents that may be considered to constitute an 

offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 14 

Measures to prevent money-laundering 

 1. Each State Party shall: 

 (a) Institute a comprehensive domestic regulatory and supervisory regime 

for banks and non-bank financial institutions, including natural or legal persons that 

provide formal or informal services for the transmission of money or value and, 

where appropriate, other bodies particularly susceptible to money-laundering, 

within its competence, in order to deter and detect all forms of money-laundering, 

which regime shall emphasize requirements for customer and, where appropriate, 

beneficial owner identification, record-keeping and the reporting of suspicious 

transactions; 

 (b) Without prejudice to article 46 of this Convention, ensure that 

administrative, regulatory, law enforcement and other authorities dedicated to 

combating money-laundering (including, where appropriate under domestic law, 

judicial authorities) have the ability to cooperate and exchange information at the 

national and international levels within the conditions prescribed by its domestic 

law and, to that end, shall consider the establishment of a financial intelligence unit 

to serve as a national centre for the collection, analysis and dissemination of 

information regarding potential money-laundering. 

 2. States Parties shall consider implementing feasible measures to detect 

and monitor the movement of cash and appropriate negotiable instruments across 

their borders, subject to safeguards to ensure proper use of information and without 

impeding in any way the movement of legitimate capital. Such measures may 

include a requirement that individuals and businesses report the cross-border 

transfer of substantial quantities of cash and appropriate negotiable instruments. 

 3. States Parties shall consider implementing appropriate and feasible 

measures to require financial institutions, including money remitters: 

 (a) To include on forms for the electronic transfer of funds and related 

messages accurate and meaningful information on the originator; 

 (b) To maintain such information throughout the payment chain; and 

 (c) To apply enhanced scrutiny to transfers of funds that do not contain 

complete information on the originator. 

 4. In establishing a domestic regulatory and supervisory regime under the 

terms of this article, and without prejudice to any other article of this Convention, 

States Parties are called upon to use as a guideline the relevant initiatives of 

regional, interregional and multilateral organizations against money-laundering. 
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 5. States Parties shall endeavour to develop and promote global, regional, 

subregional and bilateral cooperation among judicial, law enforcement and financial 

regulatory authorities in order to combat money-laundering. 

 

Chapter III 

Criminalization and law enforcement 
 

 

Article 15 

Bribery of national public officials 

 Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be 

necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally: 

 (a) The promise, offering or giving, to a public official, directly or indirectly, 

of an undue advantage, for the official himself or herself or another person or entity, 

in order that the official act or refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her 

official duties; 

 (b) The solicitation or acceptance by a public official, directly or indirectly, 

of an undue advantage, for the official himself or herself or another person or entity, 

in order that the official act or refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her 

official duties.  

 

Article 16 

Bribery of foreign public officials and officials of 

public international organizations 

1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may 

be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed intentionally, the 

promise, offering or giving to a foreign public official or an official of a public 

international organization, directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage, for the 

official himself or herself or another person or entity, in order that the official act or 

refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her official duties, in order to obtain or 

retain business or other undue advantage in relation to the conduct of international 

business. 

 2. Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other 

measures as may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed 

intentionally, the solicitation or acceptance by a foreign public official or an official 

of a public international organization, directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage, 

for the official himself or herself or another person or entity, in order that the official 

act or refrain from acting in the exercise of his or her official duties. 

Article 17  

Embezzlement, misappropriation or other diversion 

of property by a public official 

 Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be 

necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally, the 

embezzlement, misappropriation or other diversion by a public official for his or her 

benefit or for the benefit of another person or entity, of any property, public or 
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private funds or securities or any other thing of value entrusted to the public official 

by virtue of his or her position. 

 

Article 18 

Trading in influence 

 Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as 

may be necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally: 

 (a) The promise, offering or giving to a public official or any other person, 

directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage in order that the public official or the 

person abuse his or her real or supposed influence with a view to obtaining from an 

administration or public authority of the State Party an undue advantage for the 

original instigator of the act or for any other person;  

 (b) The solicitation or acceptance by a public official or any other person, 

directly or indirectly, of an undue advantage for himself or herself or for another 

person in order that the public official or the person abuse his or her real or 

supposed influence with a view to obtaining from an administration or public 

authority of the State Party an undue advantage. 

 

Article 19  

Abuse of functions 

 Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as 

may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed intentionally, 

the abuse of functions or position, that is, the performance of or failure to perform 

an act, in violation of laws, by a public official in the discharge of his or her 

functions, for the purpose of obtaining an undue advantage for himself or herself or 

for another person or entity. 

 

Article 20 

Illicit enrichment 

 Subject to its constitution and the fundamental principles of its legal system, 

each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as may 

be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed intentionally, illicit 

enrichment, that is, a significant increase in the assets of a public official that he or 

she cannot reasonably explain in relation to his or her lawful income. 

 

Article 21 

Bribery in the private sector 

 Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as 

may be necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally in 

the course of economic, financial or commercial activities: 

 (a) The promise, offering or giving, directly or indirectly, of an undue 

advantage to any person who directs or works, in any capacity, for a private sector 

entity, for the person himself or herself or for another person, in order that he or she, 

in breach of his or her duties, act or refrain from acting; 

 (b) The solicitation or acceptance, directly or indirectly, of an undue 

advantage by any person who directs or works, in any capacity, for a private sector 
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entity, for the person himself or herself or for another person, in order that he or she, 

in breach of his or her duties, act or refrain from acting.  

 

Article 22 

Embezzlement of property in the private sector 

 Each State Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as 

may be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed intentionally 

in the course of economic, financial or commercial activities, embezzlement by a 

person who directs or works, in any capacity, in a private sector entity of any 

property, private funds or securities or any other thing of value entrusted to him or 

her by virtue of his or her position. 

 

Article 23 

Laundering of proceeds of crime 

 1. Each State Party shall adopt, in accordance with fundamental principles 

of its domestic law, such legislative and other measures as may be necessary to 

establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally: 

 (a) (i) The conversion or transfer of property, knowing that such property 

is the proceeds of crime, for the purpose of concealing or disguising the illicit 

origin of the property or of helping any person who is involved in the 

commission of the predicate offence to evade the legal consequences of his or 

her action; 

 (ii) The concealment or disguise of the true nature, source, location, 

disposition, movement or ownership of or rights with respect to property, 

knowing that such property is the proceeds of crime; 

 (b) Subject to the basic concepts of its legal system: 

 (i) The acquisition, possession or use of property, knowing, at the time of 

receipt, that such property is the proceeds of crime; 

 (ii) Participation in, association with or conspiracy to commit, attempts to 

commit and aiding, abetting, facilitating and counselling the commission of 

any of the offences established in accordance with this article. 

 2. For purposes of implementing or applying paragraph 1 of this article: 

 (a) Each State Party shall seek to apply paragraph 1 of this article to the 

widest range of predicate offences; 

 (b) Each State Party shall include as predicate offences at a minimum a 

comprehensive range of criminal offences established in accordance with this 

Convention; 

 (c) For the purposes of subparagraph (b) above, predicate offences shall 

include offences committed both within and outside the jurisdiction of the State 

Party in question. However, offences committed outside the jurisdiction of a State 

Party shall constitute predicate offences only when the relevant conduct is a 

criminal offence under the domestic law of the State where it is committed and 

would be a criminal offence under the domestic law of the State Party implementing 

or applying this article had it been committed there; 
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 (d) Each State Party shall furnish copies of its laws that give effect to this 

article and of any subsequent changes to such laws or a description thereof to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations; 

 (e) If required by fundamental principles of the domestic law of a State 

Party, it may be provided that the offences set forth in paragraph 1 of this article do 

not apply to the persons who committed the predicate offence. 

 

Article 24 

Concealment 

 Without prejudice to the provisions of article 23 of this Convention, each State 

Party shall consider adopting such legislative and other measures as may be 

necessary to establish as a criminal offence, when committed intentionally after the 

commission of any of the offences established in accordance with this Convention 

without having participated in such offences, the concealment or continued retention 

of property when the person involved knows that such property is the result of any 

of the offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 25 

Obstruction of justice 

 Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may be 

necessary to establish as criminal offences, when committed intentionally: 

 (a)  The use of physical force, threats or intimidation or the promise, offering 

or giving of an undue advantage to induce false testimony or to interfere in the 

giving of testimony or the production of evidence in a proceeding in relation to the 

commission of offences established in accordance with this Convention; 

 (b)  The use of physical force, threats or intimidation to interfere with the 

exercise of official duties by a justice or law enforcement official in relation to the 

commission of offences established in accordance with this Convention. Nothing in 

this subparagraph shall prejudice the right of States Parties to have legislation that 

protects other categories of public official. 

 

Article 26 

Liability of legal persons 

 1. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary, 

consistent with its legal principles, to establish the liability of legal persons for 

participation in the offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 2. Subject to the legal principles of the State Party, the liability of legal 

persons may be criminal, civil or administrative. 

 3. Such liability shall be without prejudice to the criminal liability of the 

natural persons who have committed the offences. 

 4. Each State Party shall, in particular, ensure that legal persons held liable 

in accordance with this article are subject to effective, proportionate and dissuasive 

criminal or non-criminal sanctions, including monetary sanctions. 



Atti Parlamentari                                         —   23   — Camera  dei  Deputati  —  2800

xv  legislatura  —  disegni  di  legge  e  relazioni  —  documenti

Article 27 

Participation and attempt 

 1. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures as may 

be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in accordance with its domestic law, 

participation in any capacity such as an accomplice, assistant or instigator in an 

offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

 2. Each State Party may adopt such legislative and other measures as may 

be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in accordance with its domestic law, 

any attempt to commit an offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

 3. Each State Party may adopt such legislative and other measures as may 

be necessary to establish as a criminal offence, in accordance with its domestic law, 

the preparation for an offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 28 

Knowledge, intent and purpose as elements of an offence 

 Knowledge, intent or purpose required as an element of an offence established 

in accordance with this Convention may be inferred from objective factual 

circumstances. 

 

Article 29 

Statute of limitations 

 Each State Party shall, where appropriate, establish under its domestic law a 

long statute of limitations period in which to commence proceedings for any offence 

established in accordance with this Convention and establish a longer statute of 

limitations period or provide for the suspension of the statute of limitations where 

the alleged offender has evaded the administration of justice. 

 

Article 30 

Prosecution, adjudication and sanctions 

 1. Each State Party shall make the commission of an offence established in 

accordance with this Convention liable to sanctions that take into account the 

gravity of that offence. 

 2. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to 

establish or maintain, in accordance with its legal system and constitutional 

principles, an appropriate balance between any immunities or jurisdictional 

privileges accorded to its public officials for the performance of their functions and 

the possibility, when necessary, of effectively investigating, prosecuting and 

adjudicating offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 3. Each State Party shall endeavour to ensure that any discretionary legal 

powers under its domestic law relating to the prosecution of persons for offences 

established in accordance with this Convention are exercised to maximize the 

effectiveness of law enforcement measures in respect of those offences and with due 

regard to the need to deter the commission of such offences. 

 4. In the case of offences established in accordance with this Convention, 

each State Party shall take appropriate measures, in accordance with its domestic 
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law and with due regard to the rights of the defence, to seek to ensure that 

conditions imposed in connection with decisions on release pending trial or appeal 

take into consideration the need to ensure the presence of the defendant at 

subsequent criminal proceedings. 

 5. Each State Party shall take into account the gravity of the offences 

concerned when considering the eventuality of early release or parole of persons 

convicted of such offences. 

 6. Each State Party, to the extent consistent with the fundamental principles 

of its legal system, shall consider establishing procedures through which a public 

official accused of an offence established in accordance with this Convention may, 

where appropriate, be removed, suspended or reassigned by the appropriate 

authority, bearing in mind respect for the principle of the presumption of innocence. 

 7. Where warranted by the gravity of the offence, each State Party, to the 

extent consistent with the fundamental principles of its legal system, shall consider 

establishing procedures for the disqualification, by court order or any other 

appropriate means, for a period of time determined by its domestic law, of persons 

convicted of offences established in accordance with this Convention from: 

 (a) Holding public office; and 

 (b) Holding office in an enterprise owned in whole or in part by the State. 

 8. Paragraph 1 of this article shall be without prejudice to the exercise of 

disciplinary powers by the competent authorities against civil servants. 

 9. Nothing contained in this Convention shall affect the principle that the 

description of the offences established in accordance with this Convention and of 

the applicable legal defences or other legal principles controlling the lawfulness of 

conduct is reserved to the domestic law of a State Party and that such offences shall 

be prosecuted and punished in accordance with that law. 

 10. States Parties shall endeavour to promote the reintegration into society of 

persons convicted of offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 31 

Freezing, seizure and confiscation 

 1. Each State Party shall take, to the greatest extent possible within its 

domestic legal system, such measures as may be necessary to enable confiscation 

of: 

 (a) Proceeds of crime derived from offences established in accordance with 

this Convention or property the value of which corresponds to that of such proceeds; 

 (b) Property, equipment or other instrumentalities used in or destined for use 

in offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 2. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to enable 

the identification, tracing, freezing or seizure of any item referred to in paragraph 1 

of this article for the purpose of eventual confiscation. 

 3. Each State Party shall adopt, in accordance with its domestic law, such 

legislative and other measures as may be necessary to regulate the administration by 
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the competent authorities of frozen, seized or confiscated property covered in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article. 

 4. If such proceeds of crime have been transformed or converted, in part or 

in full, into other property, such property shall be liable to the measures referred to 

in this article instead of the proceeds. 

 5. If such proceeds of crime have been intermingled with property acquired 

from legitimate sources, such property shall, without prejudice to any powers 

relating to freezing or seizure, be liable to confiscation up to the assessed value of 

the intermingled proceeds. 

 6. Income or other benefits derived from such proceeds of crime, from 

property into which such proceeds of crime have been transformed or converted or 

from property with which such proceeds of crime have been intermingled shall also 

be liable to the measures referred to in this article, in the same manner and to the 

same extent as proceeds of crime. 

 7. For the purpose of this article and article 55 of this Convention, each 

State Party shall empower its courts or other competent authorities to order that 

bank, financial or commercial records be made available or seized. A State Party 

shall not decline to act under the provisions of this paragraph on the ground of bank 

secrecy. 

 8. States Parties may consider the possibility of requiring that an offender 

demonstrate the lawful origin of such alleged proceeds of crime or other property 

liable to confiscation, to the extent that such a requirement is consistent with the 

fundamental principles of their domestic law and with the nature of judicial and 

other proceedings. 

 9. The provisions of this article shall not be so construed as to prejudice the 

rights of bona fide third parties. 

 10. Nothing contained in this article shall affect the principle that the 

measures to which it refers shall be defined and implemented in accordance with 

and subject to the provisions of the domestic law of a State Party. 

 

Article 32 

Protection of witnesses, experts and victims 

 1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures in accordance with its 

domestic legal system and within its means to provide effective protection from 

potential retaliation or intimidation for witnesses and experts who give testimony 

concerning offences established in accordance with this Convention and, as 

appropriate, for their relatives and other persons close to them. 

 2. The measures envisaged in paragraph 1 of this article may include, inter 

alia, without prejudice to the rights of the defendant, including the right to due 

process: 

 (a) Establishing procedures for the physical protection of such persons, such 

as, to the extent necessary and feasible, relocating them and permitting, where 

appropriate, non-disclosure or limitations on the disclosure of information 

concerning the identity and whereabouts of such persons; 
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 (b) Providing evidentiary rules to permit witnesses and experts to give 

testimony in a manner that ensures the safety of such persons, such as permitting 

testimony to be given through the use of communications technology such as video 

or other adequate means. 

 3. States Parties shall consider entering into agreements or arrangements 

with other States for the relocation of persons referred to in paragraph 1 of this 

article. 

 4. The provisions of this article shall also apply to victims insofar as they 

are witnesses. 

 5. Each State Party shall, subject to its domestic law, enable the views and 

concerns of victims to be presented and considered at appropriate stages of criminal 

proceedings against offenders in a manner not prejudicial to the rights of the 

defence. 

 

Article 33 

Protection of reporting persons 

 Each State Party shall consider incorporating into its domestic legal system 

appropriate measures to provide protection against any unjustified treatment for any 

person who reports in good faith and on reasonable grounds to the competent 

authorities any facts concerning offences established in accordance with this 

Convention. 

 

Article 34 

Consequences of acts of corruption 

 With due regard to the rights of third parties acquired in good faith, each State 

Party shall take measures, in accordance with the fundamental principles of its 

domestic law, to address consequences of corruption. In this context, States Parties 

may consider corruption a relevant factor in legal proceedings to annul or rescind a 

contract, withdraw a concession or other similar instrument or take any other 

remedial action.  

 

Article 35 

Compensation for damage 

 Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary, in accordance 

with principles of its domestic law, to ensure that entities or persons who have 

suffered damage as a result of an act of corruption have the right to initiate legal 

proceedings against those responsible for that damage in order to obtain 

compensation. 

 

Article 36 

Specialized authorities 

 Each State Party shall, in accordance with the fundamental principles of its 

legal system, ensure the existence of a body or bodies or persons specialized in 

combating corruption through law enforcement. Such body or bodies or persons 

shall be granted the necessary independence, in accordance with the fundamental 

principles of the legal system of the State Party, to be able to carry out their 
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functions effectively and without any undue influence. Such persons or staff of such 

body or bodies should have the appropriate training and resources to carry out their 

tasks. 

 

Article 37 

Cooperation with law enforcement authorities 

 1. Each State Party shall take appropriate measures to encourage persons 

who participate or who have participated in the commission of an offence 

established in accordance with this Convention to supply information useful to 

competent authorities for investigative and evidentiary purposes and to provide 

factual, specific help to competent authorities that may contribute to depriving 

offenders of the proceeds of crime and to recovering such proceeds. 

 2. Each State Party shall consider providing for the possibility, in 

appropriate cases, of mitigating punishment of an accused person who provides 

substantial cooperation in the investigation or prosecution of an offence established 

in accordance with this Convention. 

 3. Each State Party shall consider providing for the possibility, in 

accordance with fundamental principles of its domestic law, of granting immunity 

from prosecution to a person who provides substantial cooperation in the 

investigation or prosecution of an offence established in accordance with this 

Convention. 

 4. Protection of such persons shall be, mutatis mutandis, as provided for in 

article 32 of this Convention. 

 5. Where a person referred to in paragraph 1 of this article located in one 

State Party can provide substantial cooperation to the competent authorities of 

another State Party, the States Parties concerned may consider entering into 

agreements or arrangements, in accordance with their domestic law, concerning the 

potential provision by the other State Party of the treatment set forth in paragraphs 2 

and 3 of this article. 

 

Article 38 

Cooperation between national authorities 

 Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to encourage, 

in accordance with its domestic law, cooperation between, on the one hand, its 

public authorities, as well as its public officials, and, on the other hand, its 

authorities responsible for investigating and prosecuting criminal offences. Such 

cooperation may include: 

 (a) Informing the latter authorities, on their own initiative, where there are 

reasonable grounds to believe that any of the offences established in accordance 

with articles 15, 21 and 23 of this Convention has been committed; or 

 (b) Providing, upon request, to the latter authorities all necessary 

information. 
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Article 39 

Cooperation between national authorities and the private sector 

 1. Each State Party shall take such measures as may be necessary to 

encourage, in accordance with its domestic law, cooperation between national 

investigating and prosecuting authorities and entities of the private sector, in 

particular financial institutions, relating to matters involving the commission of 

offences established in accordance with this Convention. 

 2. Each State Party shall consider encouraging its nationals and other 

persons with a habitual residence in its territory to report to the national 

investigating and prosecuting authorities the commission of an offence established 

in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 40 

Bank secrecy 

 Each State Party shall ensure that, in the case of domestic criminal 

investigations of offences established in accordance with this Convention, there are 

appropriate mechanisms available within its domestic legal system to overcome 

obstacles that may arise out of the application of bank secrecy laws. 

 

Article 41 

Criminal record 

 Each State Party may adopt such legislative or other measures as may be 

necessary to take into consideration, under such terms as and for the purpose that it 

deems appropriate, any previous conviction in another State of an alleged offender 

for the purpose of using such information in criminal proceedings relating to an 

offence established in accordance with this Convention. 

 

Article 42 

Jurisdiction 

 1. Each State Party shall adopt such measures as may be necessary to 

establish its jurisdiction over the offences established in accordance with this 

Convention when: 

 (a) The offence is committed in the territory of that State Party; or 

 (b) The offence is committed on board a vessel that is flying the flag of that 

State Party or an aircraft that is registered under the laws of that State Party at the 

time that the offence is committed. 

 2. Subject to article 4 of this Convention, a State Party may also establish 

its jurisdiction over any such offence when: 

 (a) The offence is committed against a national of that State Party; or 

 (b) The offence is committed by a national of that State Party or a stateless 

person who has his or her habitual residence in its territory; or 

 (c) The offence is one of those established in accordance with article 23, 

paragraph 1 (b) (ii), of this Convention and is committed outside its territory with a 
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view to the commission of an offence established in accordance with article 23, 

paragraph 1 (a) (i) or (ii) or (b) (i), of this Convention within its territory; or 

 (d) The offence is committed against the State Party. 

 3. For the purposes of article 44 of this Convention, each State Party shall 

take such measures as may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the 

offences established in accordance with this Convention when the alleged offender 

is present in its territory and it does not extradite such person solely on the ground 

that he or she is one of its nationals. 

 4. Each State Party may also take such measures as may be necessary to 

establish its jurisdiction over the offences established in accordance with this 

Convention when the alleged offender is present in its territory and it does not 

extradite him or her.  

 5. If a State Party exercising its jurisdiction under paragraph 1 or 2 of this 

article has been notified, or has otherwise learned, that any other States Parties are 

conducting an investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding in respect of the 

same conduct, the competent authorities of those States Parties shall, as appropriate, 

consult one another with a view to coordinating their actions. 

 6. Without prejudice to norms of general international law, this Convention 

shall not exclude the exercise of any criminal jurisdiction established by a State 

Party in accordance with its domestic law. 

 

 

Chapter IV 

International cooperation 
 

 

Article 43 

International cooperation 

  1. States Parties shall cooperate in criminal matters in accordance with 

articles 44 to 50 of this Convention. Where appropriate and consistent with their 

domestic legal system, States Parties shall consider assisting each other in 

investigations of and proceedings in civil and administrative matters relating to 

corruption. 

  2. In matters of international cooperation, whenever dual criminality is 

considered a requirement, it shall be deemed fulfilled irrespective of whether the 

laws of the requested State Party place the offence within the same category of 

offence or denominate the offence by the same terminology as the requesting State 

Party, if the conduct underlying the offence for which assistance is sought is a 

criminal offence under the laws of both States Parties.  

 

Article 44 

Extradition 

 1. This article shall apply to the offences established in accordance with 

this Convention where the person who is the subject of the request for extradition is 

present in the territory of the requested State Party, provided that the offence for 

which extradition is sought is punishable under the domestic law of both the 

requesting State Party and the requested State Party. 
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2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of this article, a State 

Party whose law so permits may grant the extradition of a person for any of the 

offences covered by this Convention that are not punishable under its own domestic 

law.  

  3. If the request for extradition includes several separate offences, at least 

one of which is extraditable under this article and some of which are not 

extraditable by reason of their period of imprisonment but are related to offences 

established in accordance with this Convention, the requested State Party may apply 

this article also in respect of those offences. 

  4. Each of the offences to which this article applies shall be deemed to be 

included as an extraditable offence in any extradition treaty existing between States 

Parties. States Parties undertake to include such offences as extraditable offences in 

every extradition treaty to be concluded between them. A State Party whose law so 

permits, in case it uses this Convention as the basis for extradition, shall not 

consider any of the offences established in accordance with this Convention to be a 

political offence. 

 5. If a State Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a 

treaty receives a request for extradition from another State Party with which it has 

no extradition treaty, it may consider this Convention the legal basis for extradition 

in respect of any offence to which this article applies.  

 6. A State Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a 

treaty shall: 

 (a) At the time of deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or 

approval of or accession to this Convention, inform the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations whether it will take this Convention as the legal basis for 

cooperation on extradition with other States Parties to this Convention; and 

 (b) If it does not take this Convention as the legal basis for cooperation on 

extradition, seek, where appropriate, to conclude treaties on extradition with other 

States Parties to this Convention in order to implement this article. 

 7. States Parties that do not make extradition conditional on the existence of 

a treaty shall recognize offences to which this article applies as extraditable offences 

between themselves. 

 8. Extradition shall be subject to the conditions provided for by the 

domestic law of the requested State Party or by applicable extradition treaties, 

including, inter alia, conditions in relation to the minimum penalty requirement for 

extradition and the grounds upon which the requested State Party may refuse 

extradition. 

 9. States Parties shall, subject to their domestic law, endeavour to expedite 

extradition procedures and to simplify evidentiary requirements relating thereto in 

respect of any offence to which this article applies. 

 10. Subject to the provisions of its domestic law and its extradition treaties, 

the requested State Party may, upon being satisfied that the circumstances so 

warrant and are urgent and at the request of the requesting State Party, take a person 

whose extradition is sought and who is present in its territory into custody or take 

other appropriate measures to ensure his or her presence at extradition proceedings. 
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 11. A State Party in whose territory an alleged offender is found, if it does 

not extradite such person in respect of an offence to which this article applies solely 

on the ground that he or she is one of its nationals, shall, at the request of the State 

Party seeking extradition, be obliged to submit the case without undue delay to its 

competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution. Those authorities shall take 

their decision and conduct their proceedings in the same manner as in the case of 

any other offence of a grave nature under the domestic law of that State Party. The 

States Parties concerned shall cooperate with each other, in particular on procedural 

and evidentiary aspects, to ensure the efficiency of such prosecution. 

 12. Whenever a State Party is permitted under its domestic law to extradite 

or otherwise surrender one of its nationals only upon the condition that the person 

will be returned to that State Party to serve the sentence imposed as a result of the 

trial or proceedings for which the extradition or surrender of the person was sought 

and that State Party and the State Party seeking the extradition of the person agree 

with this option and other terms that they may deem appropriate, such conditional 

extradition or surrender shall be sufficient to discharge the obligation set forth in 

paragraph 11 of this article. 

 13. If extradition, sought for purposes of enforcing a sentence, is refused 

because the person sought is a national of the requested State Party, the requested 

State Party shall, if its domestic law so permits and in conformity with the 

requirements of such law, upon application of the requesting State Party, consider 

the enforcement of the sentence imposed under the domestic law of the requesting 

State Party or the remainder thereof. 

 14. Any person regarding whom proceedings are being carried out in 

connection with any of the offences to which this article applies shall be guaranteed 

fair treatment at all stages of the proceedings, including enjoyment of all the rights 

and guarantees provided by the domestic law of the State Party in the territory of 

which that person is present. 

 15. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as imposing an obligation 

to extradite if the requested State Party has substantial grounds for believing that the 

request has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a person on 

account of that person’s sex, race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or political 

opinions or that compliance with the request would cause prejudice to that person’s 

position for any one of these reasons. 

 16. States Parties may not refuse a request for extradition on the sole ground 

that the offence is also considered to involve fiscal matters. 

 17. Before refusing extradition, the requested State Party shall, where 

appropriate, consult with the requesting State Party to provide it with ample 

opportunity to present its opinions and to provide information relevant to its 

allegation. 

 18. States Parties shall seek to conclude bilateral and multilateral agreements 

or arrangements to carry out or to enhance the effectiveness of extradition. 
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Article 45 

Transfer of sentenced persons 

 States Parties may consider entering into bilateral or multilateral agreements 

or arrangements on the transfer to their territory of persons sentenced to 

imprisonment or other forms of deprivation of liberty for offences established in 

accordance with this Convention in order that they may complete their sentences 

there. 

 

Article 46 

Mutual legal assistance 

 1. States Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of mutual legal 

assistance in investigations, prosecutions and judicial proceedings in relation to the 

offences covered by this Convention. 

 2. Mutual legal assistance shall be afforded to the fullest extent possible 

under relevant laws, treaties, agreements and arrangements of the requested State 

Party with respect to investigations, prosecutions and judicial proceedings in 

relation to the offences for which a legal person may be held liable in accordance 

with article 26 of this Convention in the requesting State Party. 

 3. Mutual legal assistance to be afforded in accordance with this article may 

be requested for any of the following purposes: 

 (a) Taking evidence or statements from persons; 

 (b) Effecting service of judicial documents; 

 (c) Executing searches and seizures, and freezing; 

 (d) Examining objects and sites; 

 (e) Providing information, evidentiary items and expert evaluations; 

 (f) Providing originals or certified copies of relevant documents and records, 

including government, bank, financial, corporate or business records; 

 (g) Identifying or tracing proceeds of crime, property, instrumentalities or 

other things for evidentiary purposes; 

 (h) Facilitating the voluntary appearance of persons in the requesting State 

Party; 

 (i) Any other type of assistance that is not contrary to the domestic law of 

the requested State Party; 

 (j) Identifying, freezing and tracing proceeds of crime in accordance with 

the provisions of chapter V of this Convention; 

 (k) The recovery of assets, in accordance with the provisions of chapter V of 

this Convention.  

 4. Without prejudice to domestic law, the competent authorities of a State 

Party may, without prior request, transmit information relating to criminal matters to 

a competent authority in another State Party where they believe that such 

information could assist the authority in undertaking or successfully concluding 
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inquiries and criminal proceedings or could result in a request formulated by the 

latter State Party pursuant to this Convention. 

 5. The transmission of information pursuant to paragraph 4 of this article 

shall be without prejudice to inquiries and criminal proceedings in the State of the 

competent authorities providing the information. The competent authorities 

receiving the information shall comply with a request that said information remain 

confidential, even temporarily, or with restrictions on its use. However, this shall 

not prevent the receiving State Party from disclosing in its proceedings information 

that is exculpatory to an accused person. In such a case, the receiving State Party 

shall notify the transmitting State Party prior to the disclosure and, if so requested, 

consult with the transmitting State Party. If, in an exceptional case, advance notice 

is not possible, the receiving State Party shall inform the transmitting State Party of 

the disclosure without delay. 

 6. The provisions of this article shall not affect the obligations under any 

other treaty, bilateral or multilateral, that governs or will govern, in whole or in part, 

mutual legal assistance. 

 7. Paragraphs 9 to 29 of this article shall apply to requests made pursuant to 

this article if the States Parties in question are not bound by a treaty of mutual legal 

assistance. If those States Parties are bound by such a treaty, the corresponding 

provisions of that treaty shall apply unless the States Parties agree to apply 

paragraphs 9 to 29 of this article in lieu thereof. States Parties are strongly 

encouraged to apply those paragraphs if they facilitate cooperation. 

 8. States Parties shall not decline to render mutual legal assistance pursuant 

to this article on the ground of bank secrecy. 

 9. (a)  A requested State Party, in responding to a request for assistance 

pursuant to this article in the absence of dual criminality, shall take into account the 

purposes of this Convention, as set forth in article 1; 

 (b) States Parties may decline to render assistance pursuant to this article on 

the ground of absence of dual criminality. However, a requested State Party shall, 

where consistent with the basic concepts of its legal system, render assistance that 

does not involve coercive action. Such assistance may be refused when requests 

involve matters of a de minimis nature or matters for which the cooperation or 

assistance sought is available under other provisions of this Convention; 

 (c) Each State Party may consider adopting such measures as may be 

necessary to enable it to provide a wider scope of assistance pursuant to this article 

in the absence of dual criminality. 

 10. A person who is being detained or is serving a sentence in the territory of 

one State Party whose presence in another State Party is requested for purposes of 

identification, testimony or otherwise providing assistance in obtaining evidence for 

investigations, prosecutions or judicial proceedings in relation to offences covered 

by this Convention may be transferred if the following conditions are met: 

 (a) The person freely gives his or her informed consent; 

 (b) The competent authorities of both States Parties agree, subject to such 

conditions as those States Parties may deem appropriate. 
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 11. For the purposes of paragraph 10 of this article: 

 (a) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall have the authority 

and obligation to keep the person transferred in custody, unless otherwise requested 

or authorized by the State Party from which the person was transferred; 

 (b) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall without delay 

implement its obligation to return the person to the custody of the State Party from 

which the person was transferred as agreed beforehand, or as otherwise agreed, by 

the competent authorities of both States Parties; 

 (c) The State Party to which the person is transferred shall not require the 

State Party from which the person was transferred to initiate extradition proceedings 

for the return of the person; 

 (d)  The person transferred shall receive credit for service of the sentence 

being served in the State from which he or she was transferred for time spent in the 

custody of the State Party to which he or she was transferred. 

 12.  Unless the State Party from which a person is to be transferred in 

accordance with paragraphs 10 and 11 of this article so agrees, that person, 

whatever his or her nationality, shall not be prosecuted, detained, punished or 

subjected to any other restriction of his or her personal liberty in the territory of the 

State to which that person is transferred in respect of acts, omissions or convictions 

prior to his or her departure from the territory of the State from which he or she was 

transferred. 

 13. Each State Party shall designate a central authority that shall have the 

responsibility and power to receive requests for mutual legal assistance and either to 

execute them or to transmit them to the competent authorities for execution. Where 

a State Party has a special region or territory with a separate system of mutual legal 

assistance, it may designate a distinct central authority that shall have the same 

function for that region or territory. Central authorities shall ensure the speedy and 

proper execution or transmission of the requests received. Where the central 

authority transmits the request to a competent authority for execution, it shall 

encourage the speedy and proper execution of the request by the competent 

authority. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be notified of the 

central authority designated for this purpose at the time each State Party deposits its 

instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this 

Convention. Requests for mutual legal assistance and any communication related 

thereto shall be transmitted to the central authorities designated by the States 

Parties. This requirement shall be without prejudice to the right of a State Party to 

require that such requests and communications be addressed to it through diplomatic 

channels and, in urgent circumstances, where the States Parties agree, through the 

International Criminal Police Organization, if possible.  

 14.  Requests shall be made in writing or, where possible, by any means 

capable of producing a written record, in a language acceptable to the requested 

State Party, under conditions allowing that State Party to establish authenticity. The 

Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be notified of the language or 

languages acceptable to each State Party at the time it deposits its instrument of 

ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this Convention. In urgent 
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circumstances and where agreed by the States Parties, requests may be made orally 

but shall be confirmed in writing forthwith. 

 15.  A request for mutual legal assistance shall contain: 

 (a) The identity of the authority making the request; 

 (b) The subject matter and nature of the investigation, prosecution or judicial 

proceeding to which the request relates and the name and functions of the authority 

conducting the investigation, prosecution or judicial proceeding; 

 (c) A summary of the relevant facts, except in relation to requests for the 

purpose of service of judicial documents; 

 (d) A description of the assistance sought and details of any particular 

procedure that the requesting State Party wishes to be followed; 

 (e) Where possible, the identity, location and nationality of any person 

concerned; and 

 (f) The purpose for which the evidence, information or action is sought. 

 16. The requested State Party may request additional information when it 

appears necessary for the execution of the request in accordance with its domestic 

law or when it can facilitate such execution. 

 17. A request shall be executed in accordance with the domestic law of the 

requested State Party and, to the extent not contrary to the domestic law of the 

requested State Party and where possible, in accordance with the procedures 

specified in the request. 

 18. Wherever possible and consistent with fundamental principles of 

domestic law, when an individual is in the territory of a State Party and has to be 

heard as a witness or expert by the judicial authorities of another State Party, the 

first State Party may, at the request of the other, permit the hearing to take place by 

video conference if it is not possible or desirable for the individual in question to 

appear in person in the territory of the requesting State Party. States Parties may 

agree that the hearing shall be conducted by a judicial authority of the requesting 

State Party and attended by a judicial authority of the requested State Party. 

 19.  The requesting State Party shall not transmit or use information or 

evidence furnished by the requested State Party for investigations, prosecutions or 

judicial proceedings other than those stated in the request without the prior consent 

of the requested State Party. Nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the requesting 

State Party from disclosing in its proceedings information or evidence that is 

exculpatory to an accused person. In the latter case, the requesting State Party shall 

notify the requested State Party prior to the disclosure and, if so requested, consult 

with the requested State Party. If, in an exceptional case, advance notice is not 

possible, the requesting State Party shall inform the requested State Party of the 

disclosure without delay. 

 20.  The requesting State Party may require that the requested State Party 

keep confidential the fact and substance of the request, except to the extent 

necessary to execute the request. If the requested State Party cannot comply with the 

requirement of confidentiality, it shall promptly inform the requesting State Party. 
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 21. Mutual legal assistance may be refused: 

 (a) If the request is not made in conformity with the provisions of this 

article; 

 (b) If the requested State Party considers that execution of the request is 

likely to prejudice its sovereignty, security, ordre public or other essential interests; 

 (c) If the authorities of the requested State Party would be prohibited by its 

domestic law from carrying out the action requested with regard to any similar 

offence, had it been subject to investigation, prosecution or judicial proceedings 

under their own jurisdiction; 

 (d)  If it would be contrary to the legal system of the requested State Party 

relating to mutual legal assistance for the request to be granted. 

 22. States Parties may not refuse a request for mutual legal assistance on the 

sole ground that the offence is also considered to involve fiscal matters. 

 23. Reasons shall be given for any refusal of mutual legal assistance. 

 24.  The requested State Party shall execute the request for mutual legal 

assistance as soon as possible and shall take as full account as possible of any 

deadlines suggested by the requesting State Party and for which reasons are given, 

preferably in the request. The requesting State Party may make reasonable requests 

for information on the status and progress of measures taken by the requested State 

Party to satisfy its request. The requested State Party shall respond to reasonable 

requests by the requesting State Party on the status, and progress in its handling, of 

the request. The requesting State Party shall promptly inform the requested State 

Party when the assistance sought is no longer required. 

 25.  Mutual legal assistance may be postponed by the requested State Party 

on the ground that it interferes with an ongoing investigation, prosecution or judicial 

proceeding. 

 26. Before refusing a request pursuant to paragraph 21 of this article or 

postponing its execution pursuant to paragraph 25 of this article, the requested State 

Party shall consult with the requesting State Party to consider whether assistance 

may be granted subject to such terms and conditions as it deems necessary. If the 

requesting State Party accepts assistance subject to those conditions, it shall comply 

with the conditions. 

 27. Without prejudice to the application of paragraph 12 of this article, a 

witness, expert or other person who, at the request of the requesting State Party, 

consents to give evidence in a proceeding or to assist in an investigation, 

prosecution or judicial proceeding in the territory of the requesting State Party shall 

not be prosecuted, detained, punished or subjected to any other restriction of his or 

her personal liberty in that territory in respect of acts, omissions or convictions prior 

to his or her departure from the territory of the requested State Party. Such safe 

conduct shall cease when the witness, expert or other person having had, for a 

period of fifteen consecutive days or for any period agreed upon by the States 

Parties from the date on which he or she has been officially informed that his or her 

presence is no longer required by the judicial authorities, an opportunity of leaving, 

has nevertheless remained voluntarily in the territory of the requesting State Party 

or, having left it, has returned of his or her own free will. 
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 28.  The ordinary costs of executing a request shall be borne by the requested 

State Party, unless otherwise agreed by the States Parties concerned. If expenses of a 

substantial or extraordinary nature are or will be required to fulfil the request, the 

States Parties shall consult to determine the terms and conditions under which the 

request will be executed, as well as the manner in which the costs shall be borne. 

 29.  The requested State Party: 

 (a) Shall provide to the requesting State Party copies of government records, 

documents or information in its possession that under its domestic law are available 

to the general public; 

 (b) May, at its discretion, provide to the requesting State Party in whole, in 

part or subject to such conditions as it deems appropriate, copies of any government 

records, documents or information in its possession that under its domestic law are 

not available to the general public. 

 30. States Parties shall consider, as may be necessary, the possibility of 

concluding bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements that would serve the 

purposes of, give practical effect to or enhance the provisions of this article. 

 

Article 47 

Transfer of criminal proceedings 

 States Parties shall consider the possibility of transferring to one another 

proceedings for the prosecution of an offence established in accordance with this 

Convention in cases where such transfer is considered to be in the interests of the 

proper administration of justice, in particular in cases where several jurisdictions are 

involved, with a view to concentrating the prosecution. 

 

Article 48 

Law enforcement cooperation 

 1. States Parties shall cooperate closely with one another, consistent with 

their respective domestic legal and administrative systems, to enhance the 

effectiveness of law enforcement action to combat the offences covered by this 

Convention. States Parties shall, in particular, take effective measures: 

 (a) To enhance and, where necessary, to establish channels of 

communication between their competent authorities, agencies and services in order 

to facilitate the secure and rapid exchange of information concerning all aspects of 

the offences covered by this Convention, including, if the States Parties concerned 

deem it appropriate, links with other criminal activities; 

 (b) To cooperate with other States Parties in conducting inquiries with 

respect to offences covered by this Convention concerning: 

 (i) The identity, whereabouts and activities of persons suspected of 

involvement in such offences or the location of other persons concerned; 

 (ii) The movement of proceeds of crime or property derived from the 

commission of such offences; 

 (iii) The movement of property, equipment or other instrumentalities used or 

intended for use in the commission of such offences; 
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 (c) To provide, where appropriate, necessary items or quantities of 

substances for analytical or investigative purposes; 

 (d) To exchange, where appropriate, information with other States Parties 

concerning specific means and methods used to commit offences covered by this 

Convention, including the use of false identities, forged, altered or false documents 

and other means of concealing activities; 

 (e) To facilitate effective coordination between their competent authorities, 

agencies and services and to promote the exchange of personnel and other experts, 

including, subject to bilateral agreements or arrangements between the States Parties 

concerned, the posting of liaison officers; 

 (f) To exchange information and coordinate administrative and other 

measures taken as appropriate for the purpose of early identification of the offences 

covered by this Convention. 

 2. With a view to giving effect to this Convention, States Parties shall 

consider entering into bilateral or multilateral agreements or arrangements on direct 

cooperation between their law enforcement agencies and, where such agreements or 

arrangements already exist, amending them. In the absence of such agreements or 

arrangements between the States Parties concerned, the States Parties may consider 

this Convention to be the basis for mutual law enforcement cooperation in respect of 

the offences covered by this Convention. Whenever appropriate, States Parties shall 

make full use of agreements or arrangements, including international or regional 

organizations, to enhance the cooperation between their law enforcement agencies. 

 3. States Parties shall endeavour to cooperate within their means to respond 

to offences covered by this Convention committed through the use of modern 

technology. 

 

Article 49 

Joint investigations 

 States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral or multilateral agreements or 

arrangements whereby, in relation to matters that are the subject of investigations, 

prosecutions or judicial proceedings in one or more States, the competent authorities 

concerned may establish joint investigative bodies. In the absence of such 

agreements or arrangements, joint investigations may be undertaken by agreement 

on a case-by-case basis. The States Parties involved shall ensure that the sovereignty 

of the State Party in whose territory such investigation is to take place is fully 

respected. 

 

Article 50 

Special investigative techniques 

 1. In order to combat corruption effectively, each State Party shall, to the 

extent permitted by the basic principles of its domestic legal system and in 

accordance with the conditions prescribed by its domestic law, take such measures 

as may be necessary, within its means, to allow for the appropriate use by its 

competent authorities of controlled delivery and, where it deems appropriate, other 

special investigative techniques, such as electronic or other forms of surveillance 
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and undercover operations, within its territory, and to allow for the admissibility in 

court of evidence derived therefrom. 

 2. For the purpose of investigating the offences covered by this Convention, 

States Parties are encouraged to conclude, when necessary, appropriate bilateral or 

multilateral agreements or arrangements for using such special investigative 

techniques in the context of cooperation at the international level. Such agreements 

or arrangements shall be concluded and implemented in full compliance with the 

principle of sovereign equality of States and shall be carried out strictly in 

accordance with the terms of those agreements or arrangements. 

 3. In the absence of an agreement or arrangement as set forth in paragraph 2 

of this article, decisions to use such special investigative techniques at the 

international level shall be made on a case-by-case basis and may, when necessary, 

take into consideration financial arrangements and understandings with respect to 

the exercise of jurisdiction by the States Parties concerned. 

 4. Decisions to use controlled delivery at the international level may, with 

the consent of the States Parties concerned, include methods such as intercepting 

and allowing the goods or funds to continue intact or be removed or replaced in 

whole or in part. 

 

 

Chapter V 

Asset recovery 
 

 

Article 51 

General provision 

 The return of assets pursuant to this chapter is a fundamental principle of this 

Convention, and States Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of 

cooperation and assistance in this regard. 

 

Article 52 

Prevention and detection of transfers of proceeds of crime 

 1. Without prejudice to article 14 of this Convention, each State Party shall 

take such measures as may be necessary, in accordance with its domestic law, to 

require financial institutions within its jurisdiction to verify the identity of 

customers,  to take reasonable steps to determine the identity of beneficial owners of 

funds deposited into high-value accounts and to conduct enhanced scrutiny of 

accounts sought or maintained by or on behalf of individuals who are, or have been, 

entrusted with prominent public functions and their family members and close 

associates. Such enhanced scrutiny shall be reasonably designed to detect suspicious 

transactions for the purpose of reporting to competent authorities and should not be 

so construed as to discourage or prohibit financial institutions from doing business 

with any legitimate customer.  

 2. In order to facilitate implementation of the measures provided for in 

paragraph 1 of this article, each State Party, in accordance with its domestic law and 

inspired by relevant initiatives of regional, interregional and multilateral 

organizations against money-laundering, shall: 
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 (a) Issue advisories regarding the types of natural or legal person to whose 

accounts financial institutions within its jurisdiction will be expected to apply 

enhanced scrutiny, the types of accounts and transactions to which to pay particular 

attention and appropriate account-opening, maintenance and record-keeping 

measures to take concerning such accounts; and 

 (b) Where appropriate, notify financial institutions within its jurisdiction, at 

the request of another State Party or on its own initiative, of the identity of 

particular natural or legal persons to whose accounts such institutions will be 

expected to apply enhanced scrutiny, in addition to those whom the financial 

institutions may otherwise identify. 

 3. In the context of paragraph 2 (a) of this article, each State Party shall 

implement measures to ensure that its financial institutions maintain adequate 

records, over an appropriate period of time, of accounts and transactions involving 

the persons mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article, which should, as a minimum, 

contain information relating to the identity of the customer as well as, as far as 

possible, of the beneficial owner.  

 4. With the aim of preventing and detecting transfers of proceeds of 

offences established in accordance with this Convention, each State Party shall 

implement appropriate and effective measures to prevent, with the help of its 

regulatory and oversight bodies, the establishment of banks that have no physical 

presence and that are not affiliated with a regulated financial group. Moreover, 

States Parties may consider requiring their financial institutions to refuse to enter 

into or continue a correspondent banking relationship with such institutions and to 

guard against establishing relations with foreign financial institutions that permit 

their accounts to be used by banks that have no physical presence and that are not 

affiliated with a regulated financial group. 

 5. Each State Party shall consider establishing, in accordance with its 

domestic law, effective financial disclosure systems for appropriate public officials 

and shall provide for appropriate sanctions for non-compliance. Each State Party 

shall also consider taking such measures as may be necessary to permit its 

competent authorities to share that information with the competent authorities in 

other States Parties when necessary to investigate, claim and recover proceeds of 

offences established in accordance with this Convention.  

 6. Each State Party shall consider taking such measures as may be 

necessary, in accordance with its domestic law, to require appropriate public 

officials having an interest in or signature or other authority over a financial account 

in a foreign country to report that relationship to appropriate authorities and to 

maintain appropriate records related to such accounts. Such measures shall also 

provide for appropriate sanctions for non-compliance. 

 

Article 53 

Measures for direct recovery of property 

 Each State Party shall, in accordance with its domestic law: 

 (a) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit another State Party to 

initiate civil action in its courts to establish title to or ownership of property 
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acquired through the commission of an offence established in accordance with this 

Convention; 

 (b) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its courts to order 

those who have committed offences established in accordance with this Convention 

to pay compensation or damages to another State Party that has been harmed by 

such offences; and 

 (c) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its courts or 

competent authorities, when having to decide on confiscation, to recognize another 

State Party’s claim as a legitimate owner of property acquired through the 

commission of an offence established in accordance with this Convention.  

 

Article 54 

Mechanisms for recovery of property through international 

cooperation in confiscation 

 1. Each State Party, in order to provide mutual legal assistance pursuant to 

article 55 of this Convention with respect to property acquired through or involved 

in the commission of an offence established in accordance with this Convention, 

shall, in accordance with its domestic law:  

 (a) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its competent 

authorities to give effect to an order of confiscation issued by a court of another 

State Party;  

 (b) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its competent 

authorities, where they have jurisdiction, to order the confiscation of such property 

of foreign origin by adjudication of an offence of money-laundering or such other 

offence as may be within its jurisdiction or by other procedures authorized under its 

domestic law; and 

 (c) Consider taking such measures as may be necessary to allow confiscation 

of such property without a criminal conviction in cases in which the offender cannot 

be prosecuted by reason of death, flight or absence or in other appropriate cases. 

 2. Each State Party, in order to provide mutual legal assistance upon a 

request made pursuant to paragraph 2 of article 55 of this Convention, shall, in 

accordance with its domestic law: 

 (a) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its competent 

authorities to freeze or seize property upon a freezing or seizure order issued by a 

court or competent authority of a requesting State Party that provides a reasonable 

basis for the requested State Party to believe that there are sufficient grounds for 

taking such actions and that the property would eventually be subject to an order of 

confiscation for purposes of paragraph 1 (a) of this article;  

 (b) Take such measures as may be necessary to permit its competent 

authorities to freeze or seize property upon a request that provides a reasonable 

basis for the requested State Party to believe that there are sufficient grounds for 

taking such actions and that the property would eventually be subject to an order of 

confiscation for purposes of paragraph 1 (a) of this article; and 
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 (c) Consider taking additional measures to permit its competent authorities 

to preserve property for confiscation, such as on the basis of a foreign arrest or 

criminal charge related to the acquisition of such property.  

 

Article 55 

International cooperation for purposes of confiscation 

 1. A State Party that has received a request from another State Party having 

jurisdiction over an offence established in accordance with this Convention for 

confiscation of proceeds of crime, property, equipment or other instrumentalities 

referred to in article 31, paragraph 1, of this Convention situated in its territory 

shall, to the greatest extent possible within its domestic legal system: 

 (a) Submit the request to its competent authorities for the purpose of 

obtaining an order of confiscation and, if such an order is granted, give effect to it; 

or 

 (b) Submit to its competent authorities, with a view to giving effect to it to 

the extent requested, an order of confiscation issued by a court in the territory of the 

requesting State Party in accordance with articles 31, paragraph 1, and 54, 

paragraph 1 (a), of this Convention insofar as it relates to proceeds of crime, 

property, equipment or other instrumentalities referred to in article 31, paragraph 1, 

situated in the territory of the requested State Party. 

 

 2. Following a request made by another State Party having jurisdiction over 

an offence established in accordance with this Convention, the requested State Party 

shall take measures to identify, trace and freeze or seize proceeds of crime, property, 

equipment or other instrumentalities referred to in article 31, paragraph 1, of this 

Convention for the purpose of eventual confiscation to be ordered either by the 

requesting State Party or, pursuant to a request under paragraph 1 of this article, by 

the requested State Party. 

 3. The provisions of article 46 of this Convention are applicable, mutatis 

mutandis, to this article. In addition to the information specified in article 46, 

paragraph 15, requests made pursuant to this article shall contain: 

 (a) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph 1 (a) of this article, a 

description of the property to be confiscated, including, to the extent possible, the 

location and, where relevant, the estimated value of the property and a statement of 

the facts relied upon by the requesting State Party sufficient to enable the requested 

State Party to seek the order under its domestic law;  

  (b) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph 1 (b) of this article, a 

legally admissible copy of an order of confiscation upon which the request is based 

issued by the requesting State Party, a statement of the facts and information as to 

the extent to which execution of the order is requested, a statement specifying the 

measures taken by the requesting State Party to provide adequate notification to 

bona fide third parties and to ensure due process and a statement that the 

confiscation order is final; 

 (c) In the case of a request pertaining to paragraph 2 of this article, a 

statement of the facts relied upon by the requesting State Party and a description of 
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the actions requested and, where available, a legally admissible copy of an order on 

which the request is based. 

 4. The decisions or actions provided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article 

shall be taken by the requested State Party in accordance with and subject to the 

provisions of its domestic law and its procedural rules or any bilateral or 

multilateral agreement or arrangement to which it may be bound in relation to the 

requesting State Party. 

 5. Each State Party shall furnish copies of its laws and regulations that give 

effect to this article and of any subsequent changes to such laws and regulations or a 

description thereof to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  

 6. If a State Party elects to make the taking of the measures referred to in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article conditional on the existence of a relevant treaty, 

that State Party shall consider this Convention the necessary and sufficient treaty 

basis. 

 7. Cooperation under this article may also be refused or provisional 

measures lifted if the requested State Party does not receive sufficient and timely 

evidence or if the property is of a de minimis value.  

 8. Before lifting any provisional measure taken pursuant to this article, the 

requested State Party shall, wherever possible, give the requesting State Party an 

opportunity to present its reasons in favour of continuing the measure. 

 9. The provisions of this article shall not be construed as prejudicing the 

rights of bona fide third parties.  

 

Article 56 

Special cooperation 

 Without prejudice to its domestic law, each State Party shall endeavour to take 

measures to permit it to forward, without prejudice to its own investigations, 

prosecutions or judicial proceedings, information on proceeds of offences 

established in accordance with this Convention to another State Party without prior 

request, when it considers that the disclosure of such information might assist the 

receiving State Party in initiating or carrying out investigations, prosecutions or 

judicial proceedings or might lead to a request by that State Party under this chapter 

of the Convention. 

 

Article 57 

Return and disposal of assets 

 1.  Property confiscated by a State Party pursuant to article 31 or 55 of this 

Convention shall be disposed of, including by return to its prior legitimate owners, 

pursuant to paragraph 3 of this article, by that State Party in accordance with the 

provisions of this Convention and its domestic law. 

 2. Each State Party shall adopt such legislative and other measures, in 

accordance with the fundamental principles of its domestic law, as may be necessary 

to enable its competent authorities to return confiscated property, when acting on 

the request made by another State Party, in accordance with this Convention, taking 

into account the rights of bona fide third parties.  
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 3. In accordance with articles 46 and 55 of this Convention and 

paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article, the requested State Party shall: 

 (a) In the case of embezzlement of public funds or of laundering of 

embezzled public funds as referred to in articles 17 and 23 of this Convention, when 

confiscation was executed in accordance with article 55 and on the basis of a final 

judgement in the requesting State Party, a requirement that can be waived by the 

requested State Party, return the confiscated property to the requesting State Party;  

 (b) In the case of proceeds of any other offence covered by this Convention, 

when the confiscation was executed in accordance with article 55 of this Convention 

and on the basis of a final judgement in the requesting State Party, a requirement 

that can be waived by the requested State Party, return the confiscated property to 

the requesting State Party, when the requesting State Party reasonably establishes its 

prior ownership of such confiscated property to the requested State Party or when 

the requested State Party recognizes damage to the requesting State Party as a basis 

for returning the confiscated property;  

 (c) In all other cases, give priority consideration to returning confiscated 

property to the requesting State Party, returning such property to its prior legitimate 

owners or compensating the victims of the crime. 

 4. Where appropriate, unless States Parties decide otherwise, the requested 

State Party may deduct reasonable expenses incurred in investigations, prosecutions 

or judicial proceedings leading to the return or disposition of confiscated property 

pursuant to this article. 

 5. Where appropriate, States Parties may also give special consideration to 

concluding agreements or mutually acceptable arrangements, on a case-by-case 

basis, for the final disposal of confiscated property. 

 

Article 58 

Financial intelligence unit 

 States Parties shall cooperate with one another for the purpose of preventing 

and combating the transfer of proceeds of offences established in accordance with 

this Convention and of promoting ways and means of recovering such proceeds and, 

to that end, shall consider establishing a financial intelligence unit to be responsible 

for receiving, analysing and disseminating to the competent authorities reports of 

suspicious financial transactions.  

 

Article 59 

Bilateral and multilateral agreements and arrangements 

 States Parties shall consider concluding bilateral or multilateral agreements or 

arrangements to enhance the effectiveness of international cooperation undertaken 

pursuant to this chapter of the Convention. 

 

 

Chapter VI 

Technical assistance and information exchange 
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Article 60 

Training and technical assistance 

 1. Each State Party shall, to the extent necessary, initiate, develop or 

improve specific training programmes for its personnel responsible for preventing 

and combating corruption. Such training programmes could deal, inter alia, with the 

following areas: 

 (a) Effective measures to prevent, detect, investigate, punish and control 

corruption, including the use of evidence-gathering and investigative methods; 

 (b) Building capacity in the development and planning of strategic anti-

corruption policy; 

 (c) Training competent authorities in the preparation of requests for mutual 

legal assistance that meet the requirements of this Convention; 

 (d) Evaluation and strengthening of institutions, public service management 

and the management of public finances, including public procurement, and the 

private sector; 

 (e) Preventing and combating the transfer of proceeds of offences 

established in accordance with this Convention and recovering such proceeds; 

 (f) Detecting and freezing of the transfer of proceeds of offences established 

in accordance with this Convention; 

 (g) Surveillance of the movement of proceeds of offences established in 

accordance with this Convention and of the methods used to transfer, conceal or 

disguise such proceeds; 

 (h) Appropriate and efficient legal and administrative mechanisms and 

methods for facilitating the return of proceeds of offences established in accordance 

with this Convention; 

 (i) Methods used in protecting victims and witnesses who cooperate with 

judicial authorities; and 

 (j) Training in national and international regulations and in languages. 

 2. States Parties shall, according to their capacity, consider affording one 

another the widest measure of technical assistance, especially for the benefit of 

developing countries, in their respective plans and programmes to 

combat corruption, including material support and training in the areas referred to in 

paragraph 1 of this article, and training and assistance and the mutual exchange of 

relevant experience and specialized knowledge, which will facilitate international 

cooperation between States Parties in the areas of extradition and mutual legal 

assistance.  

 3. States Parties shall strengthen, to the extent necessary, efforts to 

maximize operational and training activities in international and regional 

organizations and in the framework of relevant bilateral and multilateral agreements 

or arrangements. 

 4. States Parties shall consider assisting one another, upon request, in 

conducting evaluations, studies and research relating to the types, causes, effects 
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and costs of corruption in their respective countries, with a view to developing, with 

the participation of competent authorities and society, strategies and action plans to 

combat corruption.  

 5. In order to facilitate the recovery of proceeds of offences established in 

accordance with this Convention, States Parties may cooperate in providing each 

other with the names of experts who could assist in achieving that objective. 

 6.  States Parties shall consider using subregional, regional and international 

conferences and seminars to promote cooperation and technical assistance and to 

stimulate discussion on problems of mutual concern, including the special problems 

and needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition. 

 7. States Parties shall consider establishing voluntary mechanisms with a 

view to contributing financially to the efforts of developing countries and countries 

with economies in transition to apply this Convention through technical assistance 

programmes and projects. 

  8. Each State Party shall consider making voluntary contributions to the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for the purpose of fostering, through the 

Office, programmes and projects in developing countries with a view to 

implementing this Convention. 

 

Article 61 

Collection, exchange and analysis of information on corruption 

 1. Each State Party shall consider analysing, in consultation with experts, 

trends in corruption in its territory, as well as the circumstances in which corruption 

offences are committed. 

 2. States Parties shall consider developing and sharing with each other and 

through international and regional organizations statistics, analytical expertise 

concerning corruption and information with a view to developing, insofar as 

possible, common definitions, standards and methodologies, as well as information 

on best practices to prevent and combat corruption. 

 3. Each State Party shall consider monitoring its policies and actual 

measures to combat corruption and making assessments of their effectiveness and 

efficiency.  

 

Article 62 

Other measures: implementation of the Convention through 

economic development and technical assistance 

 1. States Parties shall take measures conducive to the optimal 

implementation of this Convention to the extent possible, through international 

cooperation, taking into account the negative effects of corruption on society in 

general, in particular on sustainable development.  

 2.  States Parties shall make concrete efforts to the extent possible and in 

coordination with each other, as well as with international and regional 

organizations: 
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 (a) To enhance their cooperation at various levels with developing countries, 

with a view to strengthening the capacity of the latter to prevent and combat 

corruption; 

 (b) To enhance financial and material assistance to support the efforts of 

developing countries to prevent and fight corruption effectively and to help them 

implement this Convention successfully; 

 (c) To provide technical assistance to developing countries and countries 

with economies in transition to assist them in meeting their needs for the 

implementation of this Convention. To that end, States Parties shall endeavour to 

make adequate and regular voluntary contributions to an account specifically 

designated for that purpose in a United Nations funding mechanism. States Parties 

may also give special consideration, in accordance with their domestic law and the 

provisions of this Convention, to contributing to that account a percentage of the 

money or of the corresponding value of proceeds of crime or property confiscated in 

accordance with the provisions of this Convention;  

 (d) To encourage and persuade other States and financial institutions as 

appropriate to join them in efforts in accordance with this article, in particular by 

providing more training programmes and modern equipment to developing countries 

in order to assist them in achieving the objectives of this Convention. 

 3.  To the extent possible, these measures shall be without prejudice to 

existing foreign assistance commitments or to other financial cooperation 

arrangements at the bilateral, regional or international level. 

 4.  States Parties may conclude bilateral or multilateral agreements or 

arrangements on material and logistical assistance, taking into consideration the 

financial arrangements necessary for the means of international cooperation 

provided for by this Convention to be effective and for the prevention, detection and 

control of corruption.  

 

 

Chapter VII 

Mechanisms for implementation 
 

 

Article 63 

Conference of the States Parties to the Convention 

 1. A Conference of the States Parties to the Convention is hereby 

established to improve the capacity of and cooperation between States Parties to 

achieve the objectives set forth in this Convention and to promote and review its 

implementation.  

 2.  The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene the 

Conference of the States Parties not later than one year following the entry into 

force of this Convention. Thereafter, regular meetings of the Conference of the 

States Parties shall be held in accordance with the rules of procedure adopted by the 

Conference.  

 3. The Conference of the States Parties shall adopt rules of procedure and 

rules governing the functioning of the activities set forth in this article, including 
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rules concerning the admission and participation of observers, and the payment of 

expenses incurred in carrying out those activities. 

 4. The Conference of the States Parties shall agree upon activities, 

procedures and methods of work to achieve the objectives set forth in paragraph 1 

of this article, including: 

 (a) Facilitating activities by States Parties under articles 60 and 62 and 

chapters II to V of this Convention, including by encouraging the mobilization of 

voluntary contributions; 

 (b) Facilitating the exchange of information among States Parties on patterns 

and trends in corruption and on successful practices for preventing and combating it 

and for the return of proceeds of crime, through, inter alia, the publication of 

relevant information as mentioned in this article; 

 (c) Cooperating with relevant international and regional organizations and 

mechanisms and non-governmental organizations;  

 (d) Making appropriate use of relevant information produced by other 

international and regional mechanisms for combating and preventing corruption in 

order to avoid unnecessary duplication of work;  

 (e) Reviewing periodically the implementation of this Convention by its 

States Parties; 

 (f) Making recommendations to improve this Convention and its 

implementation; 

 (g) Taking note of the technical assistance requirements of States Parties 

with regard to the implementation of this Convention and recommending any action 

it may deem necessary in that respect. 

 5. For the purpose of paragraph 4 of this article, the Conference of the 

States Parties shall acquire the necessary knowledge of the measures taken by States 

Parties in implementing this Convention and the difficulties encountered by them in 

doing so through information provided by them and through such supplemental 

review mechanisms as may be established by the Conference of the States Parties.  

 6. Each State Party shall provide the Conference of the States Parties with 

information on its programmes, plans and practices, as well as on legislative and 

administrative measures to implement this Convention, as required by the 

Conference of the States Parties. The Conference of the States Parties shall examine 

the most effective way of receiving and acting upon information, including, inter 

alia, information received from States Parties and from competent international 

organizations. Inputs received from relevant non-governmental organizations duly 

accredited in accordance with procedures to be decided upon by the Conference of 

the States Parties may also be considered. 

 7. Pursuant to paragraphs 4 to 6 of this article, the Conference of the States 

Parties shall establish, if it deems it necessary, any appropriate mechanism or body 

to assist in the effective implementation of the Convention.  

 

Article 64 

Secretariat 
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 1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary 

secretariat services to the Conference of the States Parties to the Convention. 

 2. The secretariat shall: 

 (a) Assist the Conference of the States Parties in carrying out the activities 

set forth in article 63 of this Convention and make arrangements and provide the 

necessary services for the sessions of the Conference of the States Parties;  

 (b) Upon request, assist States Parties in providing information to the 

Conference of the States Parties as envisaged in article 63, paragraphs 5 and 6, of 

this Convention; and  

 (c) Ensure the necessary coordination with the secretariats of relevant 

international and regional organizations. 

 

 

Chapter VIII 

Final provisions 
 

 

Article 65 

Implementation of the Convention 

 1. Each State Party shall take the necessary measures, including legislative 

and administrative measures, in accordance with fundamental principles of its 

domestic law, to ensure the implementation of its obligations under this Convention. 

 2. Each State Party may adopt more strict or severe measures than those 

provided for by this Convention for preventing and combating corruption. 

 

Article 66 

Settlement of disputes 

 l. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the 

interpretation or application of this Convention through negotiation. 

 2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the 

interpretation or application of this Convention that cannot be settled through 

negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the request of one of those States 

Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six months after the date of the request for 

arbitration, those States Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the 

arbitration, any one of those States Parties may refer the dispute to the International 

Court of Justice by request in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

 3. Each State Party may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or 

approval of or accession to this Convention, declare that it does not consider itself 

bound by paragraph 2 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bound by 

paragraph 2 of this article with respect to any State Party that has made such a 

reservation.  

 4. Any State Party that has made a reservation in accordance with 

paragraph 3 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification 

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 
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Article 67 

Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession 

 1. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature from 9 to 

11 December 2003 in Merida, Mexico, and thereafter at United Nations 

Headquarters in New York until 9 December 2005. 

 2. This Convention shall also be open for signature by regional economic 

integration organizations provided that at least one member State of such 

organization has signed this Convention in accordance with paragraph 1 of this 

article. 

 3. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. 

Instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. A regional economic integration 

organization may deposit its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval if at 

least one of its member States has done likewise. In that instrument of ratification, 

acceptance or approval, such organization shall declare the extent of its competence 

with respect to the matters governed by this Convention. Such organization shall 

also inform the depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its 

competence. 

 4. This Convention is open for accession by any State or any regional 

economic integration organization of which at least one member State is a Party to 

this Convention. Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations. At the time of its accession, a regional economic 

integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence with respect to 

matters governed by this Convention. Such organization shall also inform the 

depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence. 

 

Article 68 

Entry into force 

 1. This Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date 

of deposit of the thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 

accession. For the purpose of this paragraph, any instrument deposited by a regional 

economic integration organization shall not be counted as additional to those 

deposited by member States of such organization. 

 2. For each State or regional economic integration organization ratifying, 

accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention after the deposit of the 

thirtieth instrument of such action, this Convention shall enter into force on the 

thirtieth day after the date of deposit by such State or organization of the relevant 

instrument or on the date this Convention enters into force pursuant to paragraph 1 

of this article, whichever is later. 

 

Article 69 

Amendment 

 1. After the expiry of five years from the entry into force of this 

Convention, a State Party may propose an amendment and transmit it to the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall thereupon communicate the 

proposed amendment to the States Parties and to the Conference of the States 
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Parties to the Convention for the purpose of considering and deciding on the 

proposal. The Conference of the States Parties shall make every effort to achieve 

consensus on each amendment. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted and 

no agreement has been reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, require for its 

adoption a two-thirds majority vote of the States Parties present and voting at the 

meeting of the Conference of the States Parties. 

 2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their 

competence, shall exercise their right to vote under this article with a number of 

votes equal to the number of their member States that are Parties to this Convention. 

Such organizations shall not exercise their right to vote if their member States 

exercise theirs and vice versa. 

 3. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article is 

subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by States Parties.  

 4. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article 

shall enter into force in respect of a State Party ninety days after the date of the 

deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of an instrument of 

ratification, acceptance or approval of such amendment. 

 5. When an amendment enters into force, it shall be binding on those States 

Parties which have expressed their consent to be bound by it. Other States Parties 

shall still be bound by the provisions of this Convention and any earlier 

amendments that they have ratified, accepted or approved. 

 

Article 70 

Denunciation 

 1. A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Such denunciation shall become 

effective one year after the date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-

General. 

 2. A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to 

this Convention when all of its member States have denounced it. 

 

Article 71 

Depositary and languages 

 1.  The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated depositary of 

this Convention. 

 2. The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, 

French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned plenipotentiaries, being duly 

authorized thereto by their respective Governments, have signed this Convention. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAGINA BIANCA 
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CONVENZIONE DELLE NAZIONI UNITE CONTRO LA CORRUZIONE, 
ADOTTATA DALL’ASSEMBLEA GENERALE CON LA RISOLUZIONE
N. 58/4 DEL 31 OTTOBRE 2003 E APERTA ALLA FIRMA A MERIDA

DAL 9 ALL’11 DICEMBRE 2003
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